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INTRODUCTION

My journey to writing this book began in 1988 when our pastor, Ray
Johnston, challenged those attending the first service in January to read
the Bible cover to cover in the upcoming year. I took Ray up on his
challenge. Over the course of that year I began to see how pieces of the
Bible fit together. I became excited about bringing “order” to my
previously “disconnected” parts of spiritual information.

Since that time my ministry has been to help others better
understand the basic framework and ministry of the life of Jesus Christ.
My approach, as you will soon see, is to organize and order the
information in the Bible to make learning, memorization, and recall
easily possible.

Teaching and preaching in a number of church settings and
constant spiritual dialog with old and new friends led me to the
conclusion that all people need to know more about the life and works
of Jesus Christ. We all need to know Jesus. And the Bible, and the life
of Jesus in particular, is the story of God’s plan for living life. A
framework of his life can assist us on life’s journey and bring our world
closer to joy and peace.

Bible scholars sometimes note that we have only 45 days of the
life of Christ in the Bible’s four Gospels. From this material, I have
chosen 32 key events told around 4 geographic locations of his ministry
to help you get a handle on the biography of Jesus — his life and
teachings.

This book advances a simple basic journey theology. There is
very little dogma or doctrine advanced; just the life of a divinely human
man who changed human history.

There is much written today about the historical Jesus. A
problem I have with much of this material is that it challenges his
divine nature and omits many miracles he accomplished. As we draw
close to the human Jesus, we must also honor and worship his divine
nature. For this reason the “book ends” of A Biography of Jesus are
studies 1 and 2 (In the Beginning and Infant Birth), and studies 31 and
32 (Tomb is Empty and Teach and Talk).

In studies 1 and 2 we read of God’s decision to send his Son
with God’s Word through the Virgin Mary. In study 31, the Tomb is
empty, he has risen! Study 32 shares guidance of the risen Christ to his
followers. He calls us to employ the power of the Holy Spirit to teach



and talk. We are challenged to be his witnesses in a world that needs
more of Jesus. These four book end events are the cornerstone faith
events for those who follow Jesus.

((line space))



Event - Subject Page

A Biography of Jesus is written to help you order, understand,
and remember the life of Jesus. Its 32 studies focus on different key
events in his life. These key events are grouped around four base
locations from which Jesus lived, traveled, and ministered. You will
meet Jesus through selected key events in various settings, as you walk
with him, feel his challenges, joys, and concerns.

This book is “events driven.” Why should we focus on events?
We live in an event driven information age. Overviews or summaries
are a part of our 22-minute newscasts. Often our commentators are
trying to pack 20 or more stories into brief sound bites. Politicians are
scheduling photo opportunities to communicate messages.
Organizations hire event planners to create themes. More in-depth
coverage of subjects is always available to us, but we have adapted well
to learning large amounts of material in smaller bites (or bytes).

We are constantly learning from events. How people behaved,
what they said, what they did, lead to impressions. We draw values or
truths about the lives and goals of people from events. By ordering the
events in the life of Jesus in our minds, we can know him better and
have a closer relationship with him.

As Rick Warren reminded us, we were “created to become like
Christ.”! Jesus taught in the oral tradition: clearing temples, delivering
sermons on mountainsides, eating in homes, performing miracles with
impact, telling parables, and teaching through encounters with Jewish
leaders. He wanted observers to take home and use his messages.

The 32 events of Christ’s life presented in this book are grouped
by type of event. The three types of events are as follows:

1. A God Event — An event that only God is big enough to pull
off. Examples are: God’s decision in Heaven to send his son, the Virgin
Birth, Jesus’ resurrection.

! Warren, Rick. The Purpose Driven Life. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002; 171.



2. An Impact Event — Events that had great impact and create
an impression on observers. Examples are; miracles, healings, clearing
temples.

3. A Teaching Event — Jesus teaching in the oral tradition,
using parables, conversing over meals, preaching, and so on. Some of
the sermons of Jesus, his close dialog with disciples, the private time
Jesus spent coaching his disciples are examples of teaching events.

Three more important concepts shape this guide and are
designed to further enhance your ability to remember this material
quickly and easily. These are additional “handles” for your study:

1. Four basic geographic locations provide order and
chronology to Jesus’ life.

The four locations approach to the life of Jesus started while I
was facilitating a group pilgrimage to Israel in 1998. On that trip our
group traveled throughout the entire Holy Land. The area in which
Jesus ministered is about 150 miles long and 50 miles wide. In my own
attempt to process all of the information I was presented with, during
the trip I observed that Jesus’ ministry focused around four basic
geographic areas. Three of these four locations are cities:

e Nazareth (his early years through age 31)
e Capernaum (the 1'% year great Galilee ministry); and
e Jerusalem (Passion Week).

The fourth location is two provinces:
e Judea and Perea.

These provinces are divided by the Jordan River; I have used them
(rather than cities) because Jesus and his disciples were constantly
traveling from city to city in Judea and Perea. They were on the move
for a six-month period from his transfiguration to the triumphal entry
into Jerusalem for Passion Week.



These “four base camps” of Jesus’ ministry provide an overall
chronological grouping of events in the life of Jesus. This is unique in
relation to other more academic works I have studied, however it is a
concept that I find many people can relate to. Base locations are
associated with major moves in our own lives as we change careers,
move across country, or go through other, major life changes.

2. Memory theory helps us recall events to deepen our
learning and reflection.

God has created us with a marvelous memory capability — that
often goes untapped. The human brain has the capacity for 10 trillion
bits of information and facts. How do we store and recall those facts?
One way is by focusing our attention on stories or narratives. Most
people can remember a story better than a random set of facts.

To assist in this, the 32 key events of Jesus’ life in this book are
“chunked” around the basic locations of Jesus’ life using alliterations.
You saw these first on the Contents page. These alliterations are
designed to further help you in retaining the information of his
biography. You may wish to develop your own additional word
associations or visualizations for even greater recall. That is great! Use
your mind to know Jesus better, retain key events, live his teachings
and share his biography.

3. The four locations of the ministry of Jesus open up the
basics of Christian theology.

I remember once when Dr. Leonard Sweet delivered a sermon
on the “Hour of Power” television service from the Crystal Cathedral.
He shared a six-word simple theology: Come Down, Come Out, and
Come Home. With his kind permission, I have adapted Dr. Sweet’s
“simple theology” to eight words that are tied to the 32 events in this
guide. They present a journey for us to discover and easily unpack the
basics of Christian theology.

Place Simple Theology
Nazareth Come down

Capernaum  Come follow



Judea / Perea Come live
Jerusalem Come home

You will find more on these four phrases of “journey theology” as the
book progresses.

As you walk through the Gospel with me, focusing on 32
essential events in the life of Christ, you will hopefully come to
understand this journey theology more deeply. Jesus not only came to
save us, but to help us develop purpose on life’s journey. We are all
invited by him to:

Come down.
Come follow.
Come live.

And come home.

For those who have not yet chosen to follow Jesus, my purpose
in A Biography of Jesus is to provide an opportunity to read his life as
a sequence of memorable events. Don’t rely on what others have said;
study his life, teachings, and claims on your own. Consider the decision
to follow him, based upon study of his life. For those who have already
made a decision to follow Jesus, I pray this guide will deepen your
relationship, love, and friendship.



Nazareth
Seven Events

From his birth through the beginning
of his public ministry
30+1 Years

Come Down

Introduction

Nazareth is a city on a hill in Galilee. It overlooks the Old Testament
Jezreel Valley. Looking to the South on a clear day from Nazareth,
Mounts Tabor, Moreh and Gilboa can be seen. The village of Nain is
also visible in the distance. Today, Nazareth is primarily an industrial
town housing an important automotive assembly plant. It is a part of
Israel’s “occupied territory” and has a large Arab (Islamic) influence.

Mary and Joseph journeyed from Nazareth to Bethlehem for the
census when Jesus was born. They returned to Nazareth, after a brief
stay in Egypt, to Joseph’s carpentry business. Nazareth became the
hometown of Jesus. As Matthew (2:23) notes he was called Nazarene.
Just like each of us has a hometown where we were brought up, Jesus
could call Nazareth his hometown. Interestingly, Nazarene in Jesus day
was a synonym for “despised.”

The seven studies identified around Nazareth cover the longest
period in his life, 30+1 =31 years. “In’s” help us remember this first
part of his life. For example, there was no room in the “Inn,” and the
baby Jesus was born in a humble Bethlehem stable, south of Jerusalem.



Of the seven events in this section, two are “God” events, four
are “Impact” events, and there is one “Teaching” event. They are
presented in chronological order.



Event 1 - In the Beginning was the Word
A God Event

God made the decision in heaven to send His Son, Jesus, to earth with
his word for living

God, since creation, had interest in sharing his word with his
people. Moses conveyed God’s law, the Ten Commandments, on Mt.
Sinai, but the Hebrew nation had trouble understanding and observing
God’s words. God decided on a different plan to share his word, or
“Logos.” He would send his son, Jesus, with the new covenant for
people. “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us”
(John 1:14a). John affirms the divine (yet fully human) nature of Jesus.

Later the Apostle Paul shares, “But when the time had fully
come, God sent his Son,” (Galatians 4:4a). Greek culture (common
Hellenist language and Greek philosophy) and Roman advancements
(transportation progress and roads) provided the “backdrop” for God to
Sfulfill his promised Messiah. Think of the celebration in Heaven! God
had decided the fullness of time had arrived! God would send his Son
with the Word. What is known as the Messianic Age begins with the
coming of Jesus to the earth.

The Word (Logos) was to be fully human and dwell among us.
God must have been disappointed that centuries of working with his
people, the Hebrews, had not produced much fruit. So he chose that the
time had fully come for his Son, Jesus, to become flesh and dwell
among people to share his word.

The importance of proclaiming this “Good News,” that God’s
word transcended from heaven to visit the earth, is still vitally
important for our lives today.

Refer to: John 1:1-18
Question: 1f you were God and frustrated with centuries of trying to

have your words for humankind communicated, what would you have
done to secure the attention of people?



Event 2 - Infant Birth
A God Event

Through the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Mary conceives a Son

In this second event — clearly another “God Event” — we
celebrate God’s gift of light to the world each Christmas season. Herod
was king in Judea. An elderly priest, Zechariah, and his wife, Elizabeth,
became pregnant with a son, John. Their son became John the Baptist.
Meanwhile in Nazareth, the angel Gabriel visited her cousin, Mary. She
would bear a son named Jesus, Son of God most high. While Mary
first questioned Gabriel, since she was a virgin, and Joseph gave
thought to stepping quietly away from his engagement, both Mary and
Joseph were obedient and became servants of the Lord.

During this time a decree came out from the Emperor Augustus
that a census should be taken. Mary and Joseph made their way from
Nazareth to Bethlehem (the city of King David’s birth). While there,
Mary gave birth to the infant in a stable. Shepherds from the local
fields and wise men from the East came to honor his birth. Matthew
records the gifts of these wise men: gold, symbolizing royalty, a
messianic King; frankincense, an ingredient in worship aroma; and
myrrh, oil used to heal.

After eight days had passed the child, Jesus, was presented at
the Temple in Jerusalem. Simeon, a righteous and devout man guided
by the Spirit, blessed the Messiah. Soon Joseph was visited in a dream
by an angel of the Lord. He was advised to take the child and his
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until told otherwise.
Desperate to protect his throne, Herod had ordered the slaughter of all
babies less than two years old in Bethlehem. Upon Herod’s death, an
angel appeared to Joseph ordering the return of his family. Fearing life
in Judea, Joseph settled in his hometown, Nazareth.

Refer to: Matthew 1:18-2:23, Luke 1:5-2:40

Question: 1s God big enough to orchestrate a virgin birth in Mary?



Event 3 - Increase in Wisdom and Stature
An Impact Event

Jesus visits the Temple in Jerusalem at age twelve and exchanges
spiritual dialog with teachers

Little is known of the childhood of Jesus except for a Passover
visit to Jerusalem when Jesus was twelve years old. In Luke 2:39 we
are told Mary and Joseph did all required by the Law so that the child
Jesus was filled with wisdom and the grace of God was upon him.

When Jesus visited the Temple in Jerusalem at age twelve,
those in the temple were amazed at his answers to their questions. We
are told that he was about his Father’s work in his house. Luke 2:52
adds, “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God
and men.” Even Jesus could increase in wisdom and stature!

Jesus must have been diligent in his study of the Old Testament
scriptures. He was delighted to be in his Father’s house and dialog
with teachers in the temple courts. Spiritual dialog is an important part
of a growing faith. Growing in wisdom and stature is a patient,
maturing process in life.

Refer to: Luke 2:41-52

Questions: Was Jesus well trained in Hebrew scripture and spiritual
information by his parents? How could we better train our children in
the scriptures today?



Event 4 — Inspiration of Jesus — in Baptism
An Impact Event

The Baptism of Jesus marks the beginning of his ministry

On the Mediterranean scene, it was the fifteenth year of the
reign of Roman Emperor Tiberius. Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea and Herod was ruler in Galilee. A word from God came to John,
known as the Baptist, that he was to minister in the wilderness of the
Jordan River.

Inspiration has a beginning. Age 30 was considered the age
which manhood began in the Hebrew community. Jesus, age 30, was
listening to God. He was inspired to leave a carpentry business and
fulfill a calling from God. Jesus comes to the River Jordan wilderness
and is baptized by John. A voice came from heaven: “You are my Son,
whom I love; with you I am well pleased” (Luke 3:22b).

It must have been important that Jesus knew his Father loved
him, and was pleased with him. As his ministry began, Jesus also must
have felt John’s affirmation. John shared “After me will come one
more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:7-8).

Also, affirmation in our lives is important. When one hears or
senses a calling or undertakes a task, it is important to recognize that
the Holy Spirit is at work in our lives.

Refer to: Matthew 3:1-17, Mark 1:1-11, Luke 3:1-22, John 1:19-34,
3:22-36

Questions: How was the timing and setting right for a marker (key
transition event) in the life of Jesus? Are there markers and transitions
you can recall in your own life?



Event 5 - Inner Strength — Temptations, Wilderness
A Teaching Event

Jesus teaches us about temptation

The spirit led Jesus to fast in the wilderness on his journey to
Jerusalem. He was tempted for 40 days. After receiving inspiration and
affirmation to serve the Lord, the temptation of worldly pleasures and
other commitments always seem to enter our lives.

Matthew 4 records how Jesus faced three temptations and
answered each one with God’s word from the Old Testament
(Deuteronomy 8:3, 6:16, and 6:13).

Devil’s Temptations Answers Jesus used

Turn stones to loaves of One does not live by bread
bread. alone, but by the word of God.
If you are God, jump Do not test the Lord.

from pinnacle
of temple, safely.

Bow down and worship Worship God alone.
me and [ will give you Serve him, not worldly
material splendor. kingdoms.

We can all identify with temptations — even some of these.

Refer to: Matthew 4:1-11, Mark 1:12-13, Luke 4:1-13
Deuteronomy 6:13, 6:16, 8:3.

Questions: Do temptations keep you from following Christ? How do
you face them?

Event 6 - Initial Encounters
An Impact Event

Jesus has impact on: Nicodemus, people at a wedding, temple leaders,
a woman at a well, and others



Here we see Jesus starting his ministry after his baptism,
showing great inner strength after overcoming temptation in the desert.
These next events of Jesus’ first year of ministry flow quickly. The
Gospel of John records them as follows:

Jesus calls his first disciples

He changes water to wine at a wedding in Cana

He clears the temple in Jerusalem of money changers

He encounters Nicodemus by night, and advises him: you

must be born again

e He meets a Samaritan woman at a Sychar well and converts
her to become the first evangelist for his ministry

e He heals a nobleman’s son.

Each of these encounters shows a fully human, loving Jesus in
the beginning of his ministry. Meanwhile they show Jesus making
friends, enjoying a wedding, showing love for people, telling important
truths, being open to all, including a woman Samaritan, and healing a
faith-filled official’s son.

Refer to: John 1:35 —3:21, 4:1-54
Questions: Can you see any common features in these initial

encounters? What do these early events in Jesus’ public ministry tell
you about his purpose, his intentions?



Event 7 - Inauguration Year Ends — Rejection in Nazareth
An Impact Event

Rejection in Nazareth causes Jesus to move his ministry to Capernaum

In this last event from the Nazareth period, we see Jesus reading
from scrolls of Isaiah in the synagogue of Nazareth. He announced that
the Lord had anointed him to preach the good news to the poor,
proclaim freedom for prisoners, recover sight for the blind and release
the oppressed. Jesus also proclaims that he is the fulfillment of the
Isaiah scriptures. He predicts that no prophet will be accepted in his
hometown. The local people of Nazareth were furious when they heard
these things and drove him out of town!

The first year of Jesus’ ministry, known as the year of
Inauguration, ends with rejection. As a result, he moves his ministry to
Capernaum, on the nearby shores of the Sea of Galilee. There, Jesus
will begin what is known as the Great Galilean ministry. He responded
to rejection and the ending of his first year of public ministry in
Nazareth by moving forward with God’s call to him.

Refer to: Luke 4:14-30

Questions: How do you see Jesus handling rejection? Are there areas
of your life where you could learn from this example, where you may
need to move on to new challenges?



Capernaum
Ten Events

The great Galilee
ministry
1 Y2 Years

Come Follow

Introduction

After rejection in his local Nazareth synagogue, Jesus moved his
ministry for the next 1 2 years to Capernaum, on the Sea of Galilee.
There, Jesus emphasized the important teaching of the New Covenant
in his ministry. Galilee proved to be a most responsive audience to his
messages.

Peter’s home in Capernaum was the base in Galilee for Jesus
and his travels. Jesus must have felt comfortable in the midst of these
affirming surroundings. Fishermen, a tax collector, a zealot, and people
from all walks of a more rural life listened to his teachings. Hillsides
beside the sea often provided natural amphitheatre settings for his
preaching and teaching. Some scholars refer to the time of Jesus in
Galilee as the “Year of Popularity.” Jesus was fully human (and fully
divine), and must have felt good to be affirmed. We all like to be liked!



Much of our record of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee comes from
two Gospel writers: Matthew and Mark. Matthew, writing to Hebrews,
wanted his listeners to understand a restatement of Hebrew laws and
traditions. Mark, writing to Romans, emphasized the actions, miracles,
and Jesus’ accomplishments.

Events referenced in Capernaum are ordered around ten “C's” to
help recall the New Covenant. There are seven “Teaching” events and
3 “Impact” events. The individual Galilee events are not chronological;
Matthew was guided by principle of association. In all, God’s laws are
presented as ways of love, and we see kingdom living as lasting
compared to more earthly values.

Come Follow

Event 8 - Come Follow Me
An Impact Event

Jesus calls his disciples to “Follow Me” and learn God’s word for
living

As Jesus moved his ministry to Galilee, he began to gather
disciples. Jesus called four common fishermen, to “Come follow me,
and I will make you fishers of men.” The men, two sets of brothers,
(Andrew and Simon [Peter], and James and John, sons of Zebedee)
were engaged in successful fishing businesses on the Sea of Galilee.
They immediately left their nets, answered his call, and became among
his first disciples. This would mean leaving their emphasis on worldly
matters: for the values of God’s kingdom instead.

Jesus encountered Levi (to be called Matthew) sitting in his tax
booth. Jesus said to him, “Follow me,” and Levi got up, left
everything, and followed him. Following prayer with his Father on a
mountainside, Jesus eventually called twelve disciples in all to be his
close followers and companions (Luke 6:12-16). In Galilee many
others joined the ministry and followed him as well. All who followed
did not stay with him for the long haul. (John 6:60-71).

Refer to: Matthew 4:12-25, 9:9-13, Luke 6:12-16. Also Mark 1:14-20,
2:13-17, 3:13-19, Luke 5:1-11, 5:27-31, John 1:35-51, 6:60-71



Questions: What do you think it means to be a fisher of men? Was that
something only for Jesus to do, or does it have relevance for us, today?

Event 9 - Changed Attitudes
A Teaching Event

Sermon on the Mount (part 1) - The Beatitudes

This is the beginning of what is perhaps the greatest teaching
event of all for Jesus, in which he suggests as a first step that his
followers change their attitudes. In these teachings, problems and
challenges become blessings — kingdom attitudes, so to speak - rather
than reasons to become bogged down by the world. These teachings are
often referred to as the Beatitudes.

Nine kingdom attitudes can be organized in many ways. One
approach is to order the first four as an inward journey, leading to
blessings of mind. The next four are an outward journey providing
blessings to others. Then the ninth is a capstone attitude about what it
means to be blessed by walking in faith:

Attitude Blessing that faith provides
Inward
Poor in spirit Theirs is kingdom of heaven
Mourn They will be comforted
Meek They will inherit the earth
Thirst for righteousness They will be filled
Outward
Merciful They will be shown mercy
Pure in heart They will see God
Peacemakers They are called children of God
Persecuted for my sake Theirs will be the kingdom of heaven
Capstone

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say
all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad,
because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matthew 5:11-12).



Refer to: Matthew 5:1-16, Luke 6:17-26

Questions: Why do you think Jesus begins his teachings with these
“beatitudes”? Do these humbling attitudes make sense for us, today?

Event 10 - Commandments of Love
A Teaching Event

Sermon on the Mount (part 2)

There are many ways to order the Sermon on the Mount and the
lessons for life Jesus shared. One way is this: after the opening
Beatitudes, the Sermon divides into two parts: love for neighbor
teachings and love for God teachings. This division reflects Jesus’
Great Commandment when he summarized the law into, “ loving the
Lord and loving your neighbor” (Matthew 22:37-39). We will consider
the “love your neighbor” teachings first.

Jesus teaches a new form of love for this world: agape love.
Agape love is learning to intelligently and intensely will the best for
another. Agape is a love that expects nothing in return.

To love your neighbor in this way (according to Matthew 5:17-
48) includes:

e Avoiding anger, for a sharp tongue can “murder”

e Not lusting, which leads to many trouble in relationships

e Valuing marriage, godly love between a committed man and

woman

o Keeping oaths; letting your yes be yes and your no, no

e Turning the other cheek to those who attack you

e Learning to love your enemies.

The Sermon on the Mount sets a high standard for followers of
Jesus. He builds on the foundation of the Old Testament and the laws
of Moses. As the prophet Jeremiah said: “ “The time is coming’
declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judea” (Jeremiah 31:31). “I will put my law in
their minds and write it on their hearts” (Jeremiah 31:33b).

Refer to: Matthew 5:17-48, Luke 6:27-36 Genesis 2:24, Exodus 20:13-
17



Questions: Do you think it is harder to follow the laws of the Ten
Commandments or the two-part law summary of the New Covenant?
What would a relationship built on agape love look like?

Event 11 - Construction on the Rock
A Teaching Event

Sermon on the Mount (part 3)

Jesus concludes the Sermon on the Mount stating that whoever
hears his words and does them is a wise builder, constructing on rock.
He outlines ways we can love God in Matthew 6 and 7.

Ways to Love God — (Matthew 6-7)

e Give quietly to the needy

e Pray to the Father the Lord’s prayer in private
e Fast privately, don’t look somber

e Store treasures in heaven rather than on earth
e Trust God, do not worry about tomorrow

e Do not judge, trust God to judge

e Make your needs known to God

e Enter through God’s narrow gate to life

e Bear good fruit, like a godly tree

e Build on solid rock, love God

God desires that we love only him, serving obediently. Jesus
calls us to build an indwelling temple, with Christ as the cornerstone.

Refer to: Matthew 6:1 — 7:29
Related readings: Luke 6:37- 49, 11:2-4, 12:22-34



Questions: What do you think ot the sequence Jesus established tor
loving God? Is it a good outline for people to follow in building their
life?

Event 12 — Compassion, Caring, Curing
Impact Events

Miracles of Jesus Impact People

The NIV Bible records a total of 35 miracles of Jesus. These
miracles are recorded in all four Gospels (Matthew has 20, Mark 18,
Luke 20, and John 8 miracles). The majority, 23 of them, occurred
during his ministry in Galilee. The compassion of Jesus can be noted as
he accomplishes these miracles of caring and curing. In all, one senses
the warm heart he had for people.

Listed below is a partial list of the 23 miracles showing Jesus’
compassion. 17 involved healings while 6 showed power over nature.
The events impacted crowds, brought attention to Jesus, and indicated
his power and teachings.

Changes water to wine — John 2:1-11

Heals a man with leprosy - Mark 1:40-45

Heals the Centurion’s servant — Matthew 8:5-13

Heals two demon possessed men — Mark 5:1-15

Arise and walk, a paralytic man is healed! — Mark 2:1-12
Heals on the Sabbath; Jewish leaders upset — John 12:1-14
Casts out demons — Luke 11:14-28

Calms storm and disciples fears — Mark 4:35-41

Heals crippled woman on the Sabbath — Luke 13:10-17
Heals Jarius’ daughter — Matthew 9:18-19, 23-25

Heals a bleeding woman - Matthew 9:20-22

Heals widow’s son from death — Luke 7:11-17

Feeding of the 5,000 — Mark 6:30-44

Walks on water — Matthew 14:22-33

Comforts a Greek woman — Mark 7:24-30

Heals a deaf mute — Mark 7:31-3

Feeding of the 4,000 — Mark 8:-1-13

Heals a blind man at Bethsaida — Mark 8:22-26

Heals a boy with a demon — Mark 9: 14-32

Heals infirmed man at sheep gate pool — John 5:1-15



Restores sight to the blind — John Y:1-12
Raises Lazarus from dead — John 11:1-44
Withers a fig tree to represent dead faith — Matthew 21:18-22

Readings are from: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John

Question: Look closely at two or three of these miracle stories.... What
do they have in common? How are they different from each other?



Event 13 - Centrifugal vs. Centripetal Faith
A Teaching Event

Jesus sends disciples, John confirms his ministry

Jesus made his promise of wholeness not only to his disciples,
but to all those who decide to follow him. Wholeness can be viewed as
discovering the unique person God wants each of us to become. In
Matthew chapters 8-15 we observe Jesus bringing wholeness to those
who believed. A part of wholeness is sharing our faith with others. He
trained disciples to go out, centrifugal, two by two.

Jesus reminds his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few” (Matthew 9:37b).

In contrast, the Jewish faith had an inward focus, centripetal.
Birth within a Hebrew family blood line was valued as a key to full
membership. Samaritans, for example, born to Jewish-Syrian families,
were looked down upon. In Matthew 10 Jesus sends out his disciples to
the lost sheep of Israel to share his message. Later, in final instructions
to those who were about to become apostles of the faith, he expands the
mission for his message to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). Jesus
clearly envisioned a centrifugal faith for all the peoples of the world.

Meanwhile, John the Baptist, while in prison (Matthew 11),
sends two disciples to confirm the ministry of Jesus. The disciples find
a valid ministry of healing and teaching. Jesus also affirms the
greatness of John the Baptist in God’s kingdom. Today, those serving
Jesus need their ministries confirmed by thoughtful observers. This
ensures that we are serving his kingdom.

Refer to: Matthew 9-11

Question: 1s it tempting to have a faith that is only centripetal? What
are signs of an authentic ministry for Jesus today?

Event 14 - Cultivation of the Word
A Teaching Event

Cultivating God’s word and remaining clean within



In Matthew 13, Jesus shares parables describing the Kingdom
of heaven. We hear a story of a farmer sowing seeds to illustrate the
process of how we receive the word of God. Some seeds fell on the
path and were eaten by birds, never reaching the hardened human heart.
Other seeds fell among the rocks, sprang up briefly before the sun
parched the shallow soil, and are an example of those who listened and
observed briefly to his teachings. Some seeds fell among the thorns and
were choked as they grew. The word is choked when we pursue both
worldly and heavenly teachings. Finally, some seed fell on good soil,
representing the fertile mind of a follower of Christ and his teachings.
These seeds produced a crop that multiplied a hundred, sixty, thirty
times what was sown!

Walking with Christ, cultivating and nurturing his teachings,
produces a life of multiplication. Jesus shares other parables in
Matthew 13. He describes the Kingdom of Heaven and highlights
kingdom values:

Parable Matthew passage
Weeds, gather tares and burn 13: 30, 36-43
Mustard seed great among herbs 13:31-32

Yeast produces leaven 13:33-35

Hidden treasure, sells all he has 13:44

Fine pearl, of great value 13:45-46

Net to separate kinds of fish 13:47-52

In Matthew 15:1-20, Jesus teaches about what is “clean and
unclean.” He surprises those who expected him, rabbi that he was, to
simply repeat the Old Testament laws on this topic. Instead, Jesus tells
us that what comes out of our mouths is what is in our hearts — and that
makes us clean or unclean (Matthew 15:1-20).

Refer to: Matthew 13, 15:1-20, Mark 4:1-32, 7:1-23, Luke 8:4-21,
13:18-21

Question: What does it mean to live a life of multiplication? What are
the “seeds” in your life?

Event 15 - Church Begun — Peter’s Confession



A leaching Event

Jesus favorably impacted by Peter’s affirmation, teaches what his
church would be built upon

As the Great Galilean ministry draws to a close, Jesus visits the
region of Caesarea Philippi, a stronghold of Hellenistic thinking and
worship of the Greek god Pan. It was here that Jesus asked Peter, who
do you say I am? “Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God’ ” (Matthew 16:16). Jesus then states, “I tell you that
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not overcome it.”

Jesus talks about building his church, or ecclesia, in the original
Greek, which means “called out ones.” We are the called out ones, a
community of believers.

In Matthew 18, Jesus then outlines a healthy church. He
promises, “For where two or three come together in my name, there am
I with them” (Matthew 18:20). As communities of believers, we all
must look to his presence for health within the body.

The church may be viewed as a mission station, a place where
believers come and are renewed in the spirit to fulfill their calling to
serve Jesus Christ. I like to think of this as a church without doors,
where a community of believers is prepared to go and lead a purpose-
driven life. The community of believers is a place where doctrine and
dogma take a back seat to a personal relationship with Jesus, a desire to
see his teachings practiced in the world, and the fulfillment in daily life
of that divine encounter.

Refer to: Matthew 16:13-20, 18:1-20
Related Readings: Mark 8:27-30, Luke 9:18-27

Questions: In what spiritual communities do you participate? Is it

possible to be as a follower of Jesus without being a part of a church or
community of believers?

Event 16 - Children Important — The Greatest Spiritual Model
A Teaching Event

Reminding adult, what it was like to be children was important to Jesus



Jesus placed great importance on children, and our attitude
toward them. To Jesus, humble children provide his followers with a
model for spiritual learning. A child is trusting and unpretentious.

The love Jesus had for children shows when he instructs his
disciples not to rebuke and ignore them. When questioned about who
would be the most important in the kingdom of heaven he pointed to
the humility and innocence of a child — not the most influential or
knowledgeable or powerful adult.

Jesus also did not want to hinder spiritual learning of children,
emphasizing that it was important to allow them to come near to him
and participate. He sought to protect children. For example, those who
cause children to sin, Jesus says, face severe punishment. He even says
that it would be better for such people to have a millstone hung around
their neck and drown.

Finally, Jesus reminds us to receive the kingdom of God like a
child: readily, eagerly, with open hearts. Robert H. Schuller used to
say, “Reading the Bible is like eating fish, don’t get caught on the
bones.” Good advice as we study the Bible today! If we cannot catch
on to the simple lessons of Jesus than we will never be ready for the
tougher ones. Begin like a child, and keep maintaining the trust and
attitude of a child, as well.

Refer to: Matthew 18:1-9, 19:13-14, Mark 9:33-37

Questions: Do you remember how you felt about learning when you
were a child? Have you felt that way, since those days?

Event 17 - Conclusion of Ministry in Galilee — Transfiguration;
Jesus Turns towards Jerusalem
An Impact Event

God affirms Jesus, and Jesus sets out resolutely for Jerusalem

From Caesarea Philippi, Jesus took Peter, James, and John and
led them up a mountain. There he was transfigured before their eyes.
His face showed like the sun, and his clothes became white with light.
He appeared with Moses and Elijah, and the voice of God affirmed
Jesus, “This is My Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him” (Luke



Y:35b). A similar attirmation, trom the Father, was heard at Jesus’
baptism.

As they descended from the mountain Jesus instructed those
who were with him not to tell what they had seen until he was raised
from the dead. From that time forward Jesus began explaining to his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem, confront the chief priests, be
killed and on the third day be raised to life. Jesus predicted his betrayal
into human hands. The disciples were distressed and did not understand
what he was saying.

When they reached Capernaum, on the Sea of Galilee, the
collectors of the temple tax came to Peter and asked for Jesus to pay the
temple tax. Jesus instructed Peter to go to the sea and take the
necessary coin from the mouth of the first fish that came up in the
water. Later he would instruct them to pay to Caesar what is Caesar’s,
and render to God what is God’s.

Then Jesus set out for Jerusalem. As his Galilean ministry
draws to completion, Jesus had reached and touched people of all
backgrounds. He had formed his core group of disciples. And a new
covenant of love had been taught on the foundation of Jewish law and
practices.

Refer to: Matthew 16:21-17:13, Mark 8:31-9:13, Luke 9:28-36
Question: Have you ever set out on a journey that you knew would be

difficult and challenging? Are you able to see your journey with Christ
as a journey — from place to place — in your life?



Judea / Perea
Seven Events

After the Transfiguration
until the triumphal entry
6 Months

Come Live

Introduction

The last six months of the earthly life of Jesus Christ are a travelogue
through the provinces of Judea and Perea. These six months represent a
turning point in Jesus’ life. Some authors call it a period of opposition.

After his receptive audiences in Galilee, “Jesus resolutely set
out for Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51b). The stakes for following Jesus are
raised. Early in this part of his journey, Jesus warns those who were
with him walking along the road: “The Son of Man has no place to lay
his head” (Luke 9:58b). He emphasizes a sense of urgency as he says,
“Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the
kingdom of God” (Luke 9:60b). Again and again in this travelogue
from Luke 9:51 — 19:27, Jesus “raises the bar” for his followers.

The base of Jesus’ ministry in Judea and Perea was not centered
in a particular village. Perea is an area east of Jerusalem across the
Jordan River. Jesus received affirmation from God during his travels
that would take him twice to feasts in Jerusalem and once to Bethany to
raise Lazarus. In John chapters 7-11 Jesus declares his divinity at the



Feast ot 1abernacles, Feast ot Dedication, and raising Lazareth in
Bethany. Then, through a series of I AM claims before Hebrew
leaders, he leaves no doubt as to his mission.

Luke is the primary source for this portion of our study and
Luke is ordered more by principles than events. So the events in this
section are not necessarily chronological. The Judea / Perea ministry
period becomes a time for Jesus to coach his disciples. Kingdom values
and confrontation of Jewish leaders in Jerusalem are also key themes.
This section contains seven events; five “Teaching” events and two
“Impact” events.

Come Live

Event 18 — Deny Self
A Teaching Event

Followers of Jesus are called to be humble

Towards the end of the ministry in Galilee, Jesus told his
disciples to keep minimal provisions, “Take nothing for the journey —
no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic” (Luke 9:3b). He
was beginning to coach his disciples to deny self for their emerging
responsibilities.

Arguments arose among the disciples as to who would be the
greatest. Jesus taught them: “For he who is least among you all — he is
the greatest” (Luke 9:48b). Human nature is the reverse, to think of self
first. Jesus calls his followers to reverse the order; God first, others
second, and self last.

Facing Samaritan opposition Jesus resolutely continued travels
for Jerusalem through other routes (Luke 9:51-53). The disciples
suggested bringing down fire from heaven to destroy a village, but
Jesus, denying their anger, simply went on to another village. Then
Jesus encountered a man who volunteered to follow Jesus wherever he
would go — after burying his father who had just died. Jesus replied,
“Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man
has no place to lay his head” (Luke 9:58). Later, Jesus replied, “No one
who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the
kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).



As his travels continue with the disciples, Jesus emphasizes
entering through the “narrow door” (Luke 13:24). He is increasingly
asking a lot of his followers.

Refer to: Luke 9, 13, 16:16-31

Questions: Why do you think it was difficult for the early disciples to
keep their eyes on Jesus? When is it difficult for you to follow him as
he taught?

Event 19 — Decision with Focus
A Teaching Event

No one can serve two masters

Jesus reminds the crowds to listen and follow the signs he is
giving to them. The Christian walk demands a life completely focused
on God. One needs to be completely committed. You have to be “all
mn.”

Jesus tells the Pharisees that although they may clean the
outside of their cups, inside they are full of greed and wickedness. Be
clean inside! Light the world on the outside. Then in Luke 12 he
teaches the values of the kingdom of God. We hear of a rich fool who
stored his crops in bigger barns for himself, only to lose his life. To be
rich towards God requires treasures in heaven, which are more valued
than treasures on earth. Jesus reminds us where our treasure is, and
says, there your heart should also be. We must be dressed for service
and have our lamps burning. Our decision to follow Jesus demands
constant focus.

The parable of the shrewd manager (Luke 16:1-15) reminds us
no one can serve two masters. Money is not of great value in God’s
Kingdom. The currency of love, agape love, from the heart is what
matters most of all. Zacchaeus, the tax collector, came down from a
tree, gave half of his possessions to the poor, and followed Jesus (Luke
19)! Jesus uses this as an example of the value of decisiveness and
focus!

Refer to: Luke 11, 12, 16:1-15
Related Readings: Luke 19:1-27



Question: Do you see any of yourself, and how you might respond
under similar circumstances, in the story of Zacchaeus?



Event 20 — “Do it” — Dust off Oneself
A Teaching Event

Followers of Jesus are given an urgency to serve

Jesus expects a sense of urgency among his disciples. The old
marketing phrase, “Just do it,” captures this attitude. Jesus wants his
followers to jump into the ministry wholeheartedly. A couple of
parables demonstrate the importance of taking action and the dangers
of not responding to God’s call.

In the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) an expert
on the law approaches Jesus and asks what he might do to inherit
eternal life. Jesus asks him how he reads the law and the expert
responds “Love the Lord and love your neighbor.” Jesus compliments
him for knowing this much. The expert then asks, “Who is my
neighbor?”” and Jesus responds by telling the man the parable of the
Good Samaritan: A priest, a Levite, and a Samaritan passed a man who
had been beaten and was in need of care. The priest and the Levite
(respected men in the Jewish community) passed by without giving him
help. Only the Samaritan, a person looked down upon at the time, took
pity on the man and took care of him. Jesus asks the expert which was
the good neighbor (a Samaritan?) and concludes by saying, “Go and do
likewise” (Luke 10:37b).

In the parable of the Great Banquet (Luke 14:15-24) Jesus tells
of a certain man who was preparing a great banquet. While he asked
many to attend, most had excuses and could not come. The question
Jesus asks is, if God is the one preparing that banquet and inviting us,
who will come? Who will accept the invitation?

Refer to: Luke 10, 14, 15

Question: Do you see yourself in either of the parables that Jesus told
in this event?

Event 21 — Dwelling with Him Daily
A Teaching Event

The richness of a relationship with Jesus has great value



Near the conclusion ot the Judea / Perea ministry, Jesus began
predicting his death to his disciples. He also laid groundwork for the
indwelling power of the Holy Spirit that would soon be available to his
followers. And he shares with his disciples, “Things that cause people
to sin are bound to come...so watch yourselves” (Luke 17:1, 3).

After Pharisees asked Jesus when the Kingdom of God would
come, he shared, “The Kingdom of God does not come with your
careful observation, nor will people say, ‘Here it is’ or ‘There it is’
because the Kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:20, 21).
Followers of Jesus are people dwelling with his spirit in their hearts.

When Peter expresses the concern of the disciples and the plight
of his followers in Luke 18:28, “We have left all we had to follow
you,” Jesus again predicts his death and resurrection (Luke 18:31-34).
Jesus promises his disciples they will receive much more in the age to
come: eternal life. We are told, however, that the disciples did not
understand this message.

Author Brian McLaren offers this: “The lowest available risk
that I see is the risk of journeying on in faith. You see, I believe in the
Holy Spirit. I believe Jesus meant it when he said the Spirit of God
would be with us, guiding us, to the very end. So I believe that he will
guide us through the winds and currents of change, no matter what
storms come. In fact, I believe that he is the wind in our sails, leading
us into the change, because that’s his way.”?

Refer to: Luke 17, 18

Question: Why do you think the early disciples had trouble
understanding or believing Jesus’s teachings about the future? Do you
have similar troubles?

Event 22 — Discourage Divorce
A Teaching Event

Value a good marriage! Two becoming one is to be cherished.
A group of Pharisees came to Jesus with a difficult question

concerning divorce, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any
and every reason?” (Matthew 19:3b). For his answer Jesus went back to

2 McLaren, Brian D. A New Kind of Christian. Josey-Bass, San Francisco, CA. 2001.
p. 42.



the original purpose ot marriage 1n Genesis 1:2/ and 2:24 when God
created man and woman in his own image and in marriage two become
one flesh. Jesus then discourages divorce by sharing, “So they are no
longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man
not separate” (Matthew 19:6).

Again and again, Jesus does not focus on laws, but where the
heart is.

This is the goal in marriage: two become one. When the love of
Christ and his cross are at the center of a marriage relationship, this is
the beginning of God’s vision of two becoming one — in him.

Likewise, the message for today is clear: Center your marriage
on Christ, and pray always together. Marriage partners who pray
together, stay together!

Refer to: Matthew 19:1-12, Mark 10:1-12
Related Reading: Genesis 1:27, 2:24

Question: How is marriage with a partner similar to a relationship with
God? When is it different?

Event 23 — Dignity of Women
An Impact Event

The ground is level at the foot of the Cross

Throughout his ministry Jesus elevated women and
demonstrated their dignity in ways that were surprising to his
contemporaries. Now that Jesus was on the move from place to place,
women continued to play an important role tending to his needs and
those of his disciples.

Early in his ministry, he honored his mother’s concerns with a
first miracle, changing water into wine at a wedding in Cana (John 2).
His dialog with a Samaritan woman at the well in Sychar (John 4) again
showed dignity for a woman in his early ministry. In John 11:5, we see
the love that Jesus had for Martha, her sister Mary, and Lazarus. Later
in the Gospel narratives, women are the first at the tomb to see the risen
Christ. Many experiences such as these illustrate the importance
women played in the life of Jesus.

Here is a summary of stories and events from the gospels that
are worth closer study:



Mary and Martha — Lazarus healed — John 11

Mary chosen to become the Mother of Jesus — Matthew 1:18-25
All women — adultery defined — Matthew 5:27-30

Canaanite mother — daughter healed — Matthew 15:21-28
Bleeding woman healed as she touches Jesus’ garment —Mark 5:25-34
Daughter of Jarius healed — Mark 5:21-24, 35-43

Poor widow recognized — Mark 12:41-44

Woman who anoints Jesus is given appreciation — Luke 7:36-50
Widow of Nain, Jesus heals dead son — Luke 7:7-17

Crippled woman healed on the Sabbath — Luke 13:10-17
Samaritan woman becomes evangelist - John 4:1-26

Woman caught in adultery forgiven - John 8:1-11

Women last at the cross — Luke 23:49

Mary Magdalene is first at empty tomb of Jesus — John 20:10-18

Questions: Jesus went out of his way to show respect for women, in his
own day, contrary to the norms of his era. What groups of people need
that sort of respect from us, today?

Event 24 — Divinity Declared
An Impact Event

Jesus teaches that he and the Father are one

During the Judea / Perea travels Jesus made two trips to the
Jerusalem temple and one trip to Bethany, near Jerusalem. Jesus went
to the temple for the Feast of the Tabernacles (John 7:1 — 10:21) and to
the Feast of Dedication (John 10:22 — 42). During these Jerusalem
travels, one can detect the challenges and barriers Jesus faced with the
entrenched Jewish leaders in Jerusalem.

The Gospel of John records an important step in Jesus’ ministry
at this time. With his “/ am ” statements, Jesus openly declares his
divinity directly to temple leaders. We can learn a lot from these.
Below is a summary guide to all of Jesus’ “I am” claims from John’s
Gospel:

John
7:16 — My teaching is not my own, it comes from him who sent me.
7:28 — I am not here on my own, but he who sent me is true.



/:33 — 1 am with you a short time, then 1 go to the one who sent me.
8:12 — I am the light of the world, follow me...have light of life.
8:16 — I am not alone; I stand with the Father who sent me.

8:23-24 — I am from above — I am not of this world.

8:49 — I am not possessed by a demon.

8:50 — I am not seeking glory for myself.

8:58 — Before Abraham was born...I am.

10:7 — I am the gate for the sheep.

10:11 — I am the good shepherd; and lay down my life for the sheep
10:14 — I am the good shepherd, I know my sheep, they know me.
10:30 — I and the Father are one.

11:25 — I am the resurrection and the life.

The Jewish leaders continued to build their case against Jesus.
“We are not stoning you for any of these,’ replied the Jews, ‘but for
blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God’ ” (John 10:33).
Jesus does not back down and concludes, “Understand that the Father is
in me, and I in the Father” (John 10:38b).

Refer to: John 7-11

Questions: What do you think of the bold “T am” claims Jesus made?
How do they relate the meaning of your own Christian faith?

Jerusalem
Eight Events

The most important
week, the Passion,
to Pentecost
7450 Days

Come Home




Introduction

Events in Jerusalem cover the seven-day Passover period, resurrection
experiences through his ascension (40 days), and the power of the Holy
Spirit being with the Apostles at Pentecost (50 days after Passover). We
will walk with Jesus during the last days of his earthly ministry, and
experience the grief of the cross and joy of resurrection on Easter
Sunday.

We will see his disciples with the power of the Holy Spirit on
the Day of Pentecost. About 35% of all of the material that makes up
the four Gospels of the New Testament are devoted to these last days in
Jerusalem. Each of the Gospel writers has a different audience in their
Gospel writing, but all assign great importance to reporting the events
of this period.

There are eight event studies among these Jerusalem travels.
Three are “Impact” events, three are “Teaching” events and two are
“God” events.

What unifies the four Gospels in their telling of these events are
the stories of the empty tomb and the power of the risen Christ. It is
here that Jesus left the ministry of the Word with his disciples calling
them to become apostles of the faith. He had no other plan then...and
he has no other plan today. The faith is left in the hands, heads, and
hearts of his followers to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth.

Come Home

Event 25 - Triumphal Entry
An Impact Event

Crowds shout “Hosanna!” as Jesus enters Jerusalem



As they approached Jerusalem, Jesus instructed two ot his
disciples to go on ahead, where they would find a donkey with her colt.
The disciples brought the donkey and the colt, placed cloaks on their
backs and Jesus sat upon them. Large crowds went ahead of him
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David.” As Jesus entered Jerusalem,
the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”” The crowd
answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

John actually begins his account of the Triumphal Entry event
the evening before (Chapter 12). Here, Jesus is enjoying a dinner with
Mary, Martha and Lazarus. Mary anoints Jesus’ feet with costly pure
nard. Judas, who is also there, questions her actions. Jesus affirms
Mary’s actions and talks of his day of burial. Jesus notes you will
always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me.
Anticipation is building.

It is interesting to compare the accounts of Jesus’ arrival into
Jerusalem with the arrival the Jews expected of a messiah. Many Jews
living when Jesus came were looking for another leader, a king who
would save them from the oppression of the Romans. Nearly 1,000
years before, David and his mighty men had conquered the Philistines
and the surrounding tribes. Jews thought, surely God would send
another leader to remove the yoke of Roman domination, and restore
the golden age. God had a different plan! The Messiah would be a
servant instead. He would suffer death on a cross. Jesus was a suffering
servant. The Old Testament foretold this Messiah, as it turns out, and a
look at Isaiah 52:13-53:12 confirms this. The triumphal entry was the
fulfillment of this prophecy.

Refer to: Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-44, John 12:1-
19

Question: Can you appreciate: Jesus led no armed forces, was not a
national king or leader, but his life is the hinge of human history and
changed the world forever?



Event 26 - Temple Cleared for Prayer
An Impact Event
Monday of Passion Week

Jesus clears the temple and points to a withered fig tree as a symbol of
dried up faith

Following the triumphal entry Jesus returns to Bethany. The
next day Jesus returns to the temple to cast out the money changers and
to cleanse the temple as a house of prayer for all people. Think of the
change in ambience and attitudes Jesus created by cleansing the temple.
He was beginning to confront the religious leaders, revealing more and
more of the new covenant. After the Hosannas and celebration of the
previous day, Jesus showed more of the kingdom values of God.

On the way to the temple on that Monday morning, Jesus said
to a fig tree “May no one ever eat fruit from you again” (Mark 11:14).
The disciples found the fig tree withered the next morning on their way
to the temple. Fig trees normally grow leaves in March and April but
do not produce fruit until June when their leaves are full. This tree was
an exception. At Passover time it was already full of leaves yet had no
fruit. This odd incident provides a parable on the religion of the temple
and its lack of fruit. It is a visual symbol for Jesus to use as he returned
to the temple on Tuesday and challenges the temple leadership
regarding the fruitlessness of their faith.

Refer to: Matthew 21:12-22, Mark 11:12-25, Luke 19:45-48
Questions: Is there any temple clearing needed in our churches today?

What might “clearing the temple” mean on a personal level, in your
own life?



Event 27 - Teaching in the Temple
A Teaching Event
Tuesday of Passion Week

Jesus has one last teaching opportunity with temple leaders

The chief priests and elders came to question Jesus in the
temple, asking where his authority comes from. Initially, Jesus did not
tell them by what authority he was doing miracles and teaching.
Instead, he indicated that the Kingdom of God was more important than
religious leadership, and that the Kingdom would be given to people
who will produce fruit.

As Jesus silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together and
asked, “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment of the Law?”’
(Jewish Law consisted of more than 600 rabbinical teachings.) Jesus’
reply was simple: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.’ ” (Matthew 22:37-40).

In Matthew 23 Jesus went on to point out the hypocrisy of the
teachers of the law and the Pharisees by saying “they do not practice
what they preach” (Matthew 23:3b). He lists seven woes that scribes
and Pharisees used to shut out the kingdom of heaven to other people:
devouring widow’s houses, instructing proselytes poorly, swearing
oaths that mean nothing to God in heaven, avoiding weightier matters —
(judgment, mercy, and faith), preaching excess, being beautiful outside
while dead inside, and killing and crucifying their prophets.

Refer to: Matthew 21:18-23:39, Mark 11:20-12:44,
Luke 20:1-21:4, John 12:20-50

Questions: What might happen in the world if we taught Jesus’ simple
message to love our neighbor and love God? What might be the “seven
woes” that we use to shut out the kingdom of heaven, today?



Event 28 - Teaching His Disciples - Mount of Olives
A Teaching Event
Tuesday evening of Passion Week

Jesus on the Mount of Olives teaches his disciples regarding end times
and judgment

Jesus and his disciples leave the temple area and retreat to the
Mount of Olives, across the Kidron Valley. In Matthew 24, the
disciples ask about the end of the age. Jesus answers them, “this gospel
of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to
all nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14). Jesus then
shares about the endurance of the Word, “Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will never pass away” (Matthew 24:35).

He goes on to tell them that the day and hour of his return is
known by no one, not even the Son, only the Father. (Hard to fathom —
no wonder the disciples often failed to understand!) Finally, in Matthew
25, Jesus tells three parables to conclude his thoughts on the signs of
his coming and the end of the age. These are known as the parables of
the:

e Ten Virgins
e Talents
e Sheep and Goats.

Through these parables—three of the most famous ones in all of
scripture—Jesus teaches the importance of preparedness, using our
talents for God’s service, and the reward that comes to those who serve
those in need.

Refer to: Matthew 24, 25, Mark 13, Luke 21:5-38

Questions: Look closely at those parables in the Gospel of Matthew
and consider: Is Jesus’ message one that is important for your life,
today? How? What is your “take away”?

Event 29 - Time Had Come — Upper Room to Gethsemane
A Teaching Event
From Wednesday evening to Thursday of Passion Week



Jesus shares last words with his disciples

Jesus knew the time had come for him to leave this world and
go to the Father. It was time to share his final moments with his
disciples.

In these moments we glimpse Jesus showing his disciples the
full extent of his love. Pouring water into a basin he washed their feet.
Foot washing was a custom of the times. Feet with sandals were both
tired and dirty at the end of a day. But it was unheard of for the leader
or rabbi to do this sort of work for his followers. Not so for Jesus. He
showed them that hospitality, warmth, and equality were all a servant’s
task, that he was a servant, and that they were all called to be servants
for God. Jesus called his followers to action: “Now that you know these
things you will be blessed if you do them” (John 13:17).

Jesus then comforts his followers telling them that he is going
to prepare a place for them (John 14:1-4). The way of serving will not
be easy; Peter will betray his calling three times very shortly thereafter.
But Jesus leaves us a counselor, the Holy Spirit, to be with us forever.

The bread (body) and wine (blood) that Jesus shares in the
Upper Room become a cleansing celebration of his life. As they take
leave of the Upper Room, Jesus tells them: “I am the true vine, and my
Father is the gardener.... You are the branches. If a man remains in me
and I in him, he will bear much fruit” (John 15:1, 5). He also
commands them to “Love each other” (John 15:17).

Jesus completes this intimate discourse with his disciples in
prayer to the Father (John 17). “I made your name known to them, in
order that the love you have for me may be in them” (John 17:26). How
ironic it is that, when Jesus finished praying for his disciples and caring
for them in these intimate ways, they then crossed the Kidron Valley to
the Gethsemane garden and, despite Jesus’ asking them to remain with
him, his disciples fell asleep! It is then and there that Jesus prayed to
the Father: "not my will, but yours be done" (Luke 22:42).

Refer to: Matt. 26:1-46, Mark 14:1-42, Luke 22:1-46, John 13:1-17:26

Questions: What do you think of servant leadership? Does it work?
How do we “remain” in Jesus, today (see John 15:5)?



Event 30 - Trials, Arrest, Crucifixion, and Death
An Impact Event
From Thursday evening to Friday of Passion Week

The trials and subsequent death of Jesus on a Cross

Judas guided soldiers to arrest Jesus in the Garden of
Gethsemane. Jesus’ trials then begin as he is first taken to Annas, the
father in law of Caiaphas, the High Priest and then to Caiaphas himself.
It is in the courtyard while Jesus is before the High Priest that Peter
famously denies knowing Jesus three times. Then, Jesus was
transferred to Pilate. After asking Jesus if he was the King of the Jews,
Jesus states that those are Pilate’s words, not his, and that his kingdom
is not of this world.

Frustrated, Pilate has Jesus flogged, and again questions him.
Finding nothing wrong, Pilate leaves the decision of his fate to the
mass of people who are gathered outside. They insist that Jesus be
crucified. Pilate approves the crucifixion. Roman soldiers take charge
of Jesus leading him to Golgotha, on a hill outside the city walls.
Fulfilling Old Testament scripture (Psalms 22), soldiers cast lots for his
clothing and do not break his legs, which was the custom. In a beautiful
moment upon the cross, Jesus, a compassionate son, turns to direct the
care of his mother to his disciple and friend, John (John19:25-27).

The sacrifice God the Father and his son Jesus made on the
cross shows their love for all people. As it says in John 15:13, “Greater
love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”

Jesus said from the cross: “Father forgive them, for they do not
know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34a). When the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us 2,000 years ago, Jesus was rejected. We
today stand at the foot of the cross and survey it with awe. God’s love
and Jesus’ forgiveness are for all people.

Refer to: Matthew 26:47-27:66, Mark 14:43-15:47, Luke 22:47-23:56,
John 18:1-19:42

Question: Can you understand how Jesus would give his life on the
cross for the forgiveness of our sins? How would you describe the
relationship between the Son and the Father?



Event 31 - Tomb is Empty
A God Event
Sunday of Passion Week (Easter)

Christ our Lord has risen today!

After resting on the Sabbath, early on the first day of the week,
while it was still dark, some women returned to the tomb with spices.
Mary Magdalene first saw that the stone had been removed. She stood
outside the tomb, crying. Then a man, whom she thought was the
gardener, approached. He asked, “Who is it you are looking for?” She
explained she couldn’t find the body of Jesus. Jesus caught her eye and
said her name, “Mary.” She turned and cried out “Rabboni!” (John
20:15-16).

Meanwhile, the disciples were together in the Upper Room. The
door was locked for fear of the religious leaders. Jesus came and stood
among them. But one of the disciples, Thomas, was not present at this
first appearance of Jesus to his disciples. John 20 concludes as Thomas
states, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe”
(John 20:25). A week later Jesus appears again to the disciples and
Thomas was there. Jesus told him to stop doubting. Thomas answered,
“My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28b). Jesus said, “Because you have
seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed" (John 20:29). The words of Thomas, “He is Lord,”
then became the confession of the early church.

Over a 40 day period Jesus appeared to the disciples and others.
He spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion he gave a
command, “Do not leave Jerusalem....you will be baptized by the Holy
Spirit.”

Refer to: Matt. 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20-21, Acts 1, 9, 15, 22, 26

Question: What do you think of Thomas, who is often called
“Doubting Thomas”? What do you think of Mary Magdalene — what
sort of faith did she have?



Event 32 - Teach and Talk— Be My Witnesses
A God Event

The risen Christ leaves instructions for his followers

In Galilee, Jesus appeared to his eleven disciples. He instructed
them: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I
am with you always to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20).
This is known as the “Great Commission,” when Jesus instructed his
followers to evangelize and teach the truth of Jesus and God’s word.

Later on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem, at the ascension, he
said to those assembled: “But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes to you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
Followers of Jesus are empowered by this incredible gift, the Spirit of
God, to be his witnesses. This is how we are able to talk of Jesus, his
divine nature, his impact on lives today, and to invite people to follow
him.

Jesus Christ was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud
hid him from their sight. The remaining 11 disciples (Judas had
defected and died) then joined together in prayer with the women,
including Mary the mother of Jesus. Later, all of the Apostles met in
Jerusalem and affirmed the call of Jesus to Gentiles (non-Jewish
people), all the people of the world (Acts 15).

Refer to: Matthew 28:16-20, Acts 1, 2, 15, I Corinthians 15:5-11

Questions: Have you ever felt spiritual power? Where did it come
from? What does God want from you and from your life?



Conclusion

In the Upper Room (John 13), Jesus shared instructions with his
disciples. He noted, you call me teacher and Lord, and rightly so. Then
he set an example of service by washing his disciples’ feet. He told
them: “Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do
them” (John 13:17).

If you do them. We all want lives of blessing. Jesus tells us how
to be blessed: by doing the things he called us to do.

I have learned much in writing this short guide to the life of
Jesus. I am called to do something with my knowledge. We live in a
world that needs more of Jesus. His love, compassion, truth, and
forgiveness are needed in our lives, marriages, families, communities,
churches, nation, and the world. Jesus tells us the blessings that will
come when we do what he asks of us. There is joy in doing!

So, consider what you will do. This book may call you to be a
better follower of Jesus, or to be prepared to share his life in spiritual
dialog with others. The apostle Peter reminds us, “Always be prepared
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect” (I Peter
3:15b).

For those who are not followers of Jesus, what questions did
these 32 studies leave in your mind? Are you interested in learning
more? Find a local church, community, or friend who is a follower of
Jesus. Ask questions, observe the community of those who follow him.
Hopefully, they will not disappoint you! Consider answering the call of
Jesus, “Come follow me.”

Each of us learns in different ways. How we share Christ’s story
and our story is unique and different. We are all different.

When learning about something new, I try to learn first the
other person’s spiritual journey. I try to listen as others explain their
spiritual journeys. I don’t have all the answers; thus I want to be
inclusive and learn from others (rather than “exclusive” — as if I’ve got
all the answers). Only then have I earned the right to share my journey
with people. If we are about changing the outcomes in our families,
society and world today, I believe a Christ-centered, spirit-filled dialog
is a good starting point. My greatest hope for 4 Biography of Jesus is
that it will cause people to listen and talk with others about their
journey with Christ and what that can mean for the world around them.

Early in my journey with Jesus I liked the “bloom where you
are planted” example and challenge. We are placed in his kingdom at



this time with a purpose and a calling. As you review your notes from
this study, what are the next steps you are called to prayerfully consider
and act upon? Are there threads that you want to better understand the
Jesus you have discovered, here? Given who you uniquely are, what
systems or approaches is Jesus calling you to use to serve with him?
Whatever those things are, let’s, all of us, do them.
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